CRES PTA Meeting Minutes
October 5, 2011
1.  Call to order at 7:05 by President Ohannessian.
2. President’s Report-PTA membership is at 161 families; our goal is 175, so we are hoping more families will still join.  Sharon reminded everyone to make sure that all flyers and Keep in Touch emails sent out to families go through Mr. Bibbee and Sharon.  All contracts need to be signed by Sharon and an extra copy for PTA record.  Thanked the new families chairs—Kim Sopko and Julie Peter for hosting the New Family dessert reception.  Volunteer/room parent orientation was hosted by Aimee Olson in the cafeteria and went well.
3. 2nd Vice President’s report- Sharon is giving report as Amiee is away.  Superstars of the month were handed out.  Parent superstars were giving to Nat Green and Chris DeJesus for their work on the Back to School picnic.  Staff Superstar was given to Susan Dodson for all her help with picking up and tidying up after us all!
4. Secretary Report-minutes from the August meeting and the General Membership meeting were not available to distribute copies to attendees for approval.  Tabled approval of minutes until next meeting.  Minutes were to be sent out to the board electronically after the meeting.
5. 1st Vice President-Nat Green-thanked everyone for coming out to the General Membership meeting.  Asked that if anyone had any concerns or inputs about the meeting to let him know.  Discussed the January meeting briefly.
6. Treasure’s Report-Tricia Olsen-Reconciled books from July-October 5.  Please see attached treasurer’s report.
7. Vice Principal’s Report-Ms Sistrunk is home with sick child, Mr. Bibbee is giving the report-CogAt testing is October 18-20 for 2nd grade and those kids new to FCPS that are 2nd and higher.  1st grade Naglieri is November 15.
8. Principal report-Global after school Spanish is going on even though the minimum numbers were not met.  Wednesday October 12, Mr. Bibbee is giving a Parent Education event—Testing Strategy to help.  Pictures are going to be October 13 with make up in November.  Mr. Bibbee brought up that he has been receiving some emails about workroom work not getting done and asked for clarification on how the work is being done.  Jill Lee is the coordinator for the workroom and this will be discussed with her.  Pull out GT classes start the beginning of October.
9. Staff Representative-Mr. Logan, no report to give.
10. Fall Festival-Laura Jane Cohen is in charge.  Date is Oct 28.  DJ has been secured.  Opened to ideas and suggestions.  Food probably will be Pizza, has tried to use local pizza place, but they can’t make as many as we need for the price we need.  Burke Nursery has decided to loan decorations for the night.  Renee Dondes is in charge of the pumpkin carving contest.  Photo booth rental was discussed.  If anyone has decorations to LOAN that would be great.  Julie Cook volunteered to be lead on decorations.
11. Staff Relations-Custodian and lunchroom appreciation week and school bus safety/appreciation week in October.
12. New Families-Kim Sopko thanked everyone who donated food to the dessert reception.  15 new families came.  Thanks also to Julie Peter for hosting.
13. Unfinished Business-Sharon discussed Carole Franlyn’s suggestion of advertising meetings to appear more open.  PTA meeting notices in the newsletter and on the PTA website, it is also advertised on the marquee.  Anne Marie Brandow asked that the links between PTA website and CRES website are better, with accurate dates and times.  Kelly Serote suggested a big sign or banner.
Anne Marie asked “what are the Silent Auction earnings to be earmarked for this year. “Mr. Bibbee gave suggestions:  $10,000 to technology for computers in classrooms; earnings beyond $10,000 would be spent for reading room.  Kim Sopko suggested we make a change to the by-laws to allocate the silent auction profits.  Sharon discussed the possibility of amending the budget to show the change in allocation of money.
Membership fee-Heidi Oldland discussed at last meeting the need for special financial considerations for those with financial difficulties.  The executive board discussed with membership committee ideas for this.  New proposal is to add to the membership form this statement:  Any family needing special financial considerations for membership please contact President Sharon Ohannessian.  The request will be approved by the president and the payment will be given the president, the membership info given to the membership chair and funds given to the treasurer.  Mr. Bibbee will be notified of the request and approval to serve as the PTA check and balance, since he knows the families of this school.  Discussion about this continued, especially letting people know that you don’t have to be a member of the PTA to volunteer at the school.  This is the 30 day notice to vote, vote will be taken in November.  The proposed amount is $20 membership fee for this consideration—which covers the yearbook, directory, and state/national membership dues.
14. New Business—October 20, is school wide lock down.  Keep in Touch will be sent out prior.
Karen Sneering asked about the reading library and that the library to be expanded as a priority.  
Kris Kockler-suggested that the PTA looks in to getting a grant writer to apply for money through grant availability.
Kelly Clarke-remind people to get their grocery shopping, target cards registered for their school.
Melissa Lawson-suggested we get an Amazon link for the purchases people make on-line to get credit for the school.
8:33 meeting adjourned.

