Cherry Run PTA

Board Meeting

January 5, 2011

I. Call to order: Meeting called to order at 7:01 p.m. by Nancy Ohanian

II. President Report: Nancy Ohanian
· Karin Adams is serving as Secretary for this meeting.
· There was not a newsletter for December because very few articles were submitted for publication

· Letters for the January newsletter may still be submitted until 1/6/2011.

· Firecracker of the month: Tamera Sistrunk!  Thanks for being enthusiastic and encouraging and jumping in when Mr. Bibbee was ill.  Also, thank you for all of the help with the parties in December.
· Fireballs of the month: Colleen Allen and Melanie Norris! Thanks for pulling the directory together!  We appreciate all of the long hours and hard work you did!
· An addendum will be printed for the directory with any corrections and will be sent out at the end of January.
· Special thanks to Nickole Acquaro for all of the work on the Thanksgiving Luncheon.  It was fabulous!

III.
Treasurer Report:  Tricia Olsen
· The financial report was distributed and was in a new, user-friendly format.
· Nancy noted that the Fall Festival did not have a budget.
· We purchased a popcorn machine for future events

· Julie Cook donated her items used for the Fall Festival

· Pizza price covered cost of pizza

· Some money was spent for prizes

· Donations were made by Bruce and Tanya

· We spent a total of ~$350.00 at Fall Festival – GREAT festival with minimal spending!

· PTA membership is at 182 families and we are $3200 above projected budget

· If you have questions or comments, please see Tricia

IV. Vice President Report: Nickole Acquaro
· Jay Mattioli, the Magician, will be performing at the PTA General Membership meeting tomorrow, January, 6, 2011

· Reading night will be March 2, 2011

· The Pledge of Allegiance will start the program 

· Open doors at 6:30 p.m.

· Start reading at 7:00 p.m.

· End reading at 8:00 p.m.

V. Principal Report: Mark Bibbee
· Dr. Dale is working on the budget for the reimplementation of full-day kindergarten

· There is a 3 year phase for implementation for full day Kindergarten
· ~12 schools/year

· Cherry Run is currently number 17 on the list so it will be in the 2nd year of the implementation

· The list is based on free and reduced meals as well as LEP rates

· Mr. Bibbee is an advocate for making the facility a consideration when ranking the schools to implement full-day kindergarten.

· There is an accelerated renovation schedule

· Since the cost of construction is going down and there is surplus money, there is a push to accelerate the school renovations

· Dean Tistadt and Liz Bradsher are pushing for further assessment of Cherry Run to be bumped up on list of future renovation

· There is a new door on the Kindergarten class to help contain noise and keep outside noise from distracting the students
· The dead trees were removed on the grounds

· New benches were installed in the front of the school

· There was great support from the staff for the Spinny Johnson performance at the PTA meeting
· There was ~98% staff support for the Fall Festival

· There was a lot of positive feedback from the Thanksgiving Luncheon/Veterans Day Celebration

· The new guitars in the music room are fantastic and several pictures of Cherry Run students playing the new guitars are on the FCPS website

· Two pictures of Cherry Run students playing the guitars were published in the Washington Post
· Zavaleta’s class was published in the Burke Connection

· There was an Art insert in the Burke Connection that featured Cherry Run student’s artwork

· There are ~1200 pieces of artwork hung in the hallway

· Mr. Bibbee purchased tack strips in order to hang more artwork in the hallways 

· Lisa Hammond is placing a replica of the solar system on the library walls

· Mr. Bibbee appreciates all of the volunteers and all of the work they do to make Cherry Run a great school!
· Nancy mentioned her concern for the art projects for the 6th graders.  She feels they are not age appropriate.  
· Mr. Bibbee stated that both kilns are broken at this time

· The service for the kiln is paid for by the school, not the county

· The cost to fix the kiln is ~$7000/kiln with an approximate wait time of 90-120 days

· It is estimated that one kiln will be in operation in April

· Beth Downey reported FCPS has implemented a new Art program assessment 
· The assessment is in its first year of implementation

· The assessment will become easier for the Art teachers as it is performed

VI. Assistant Principal Report:  Tamera Sistrunk

· Cherry Run is still waiting for the CogAt and Naglieri test results

· They have been mailed to the school and then Tamera will send them to the parents

· The top 10% pool cutoff is a composite score of 130

· If the score is 130 or above, the student is automatically placed in the pool

VII. Vice President Report:  Kelly Serote

· Volunteers will be needed for the Fun Fair on April 8th
· Thank you for the thousands of hours of volunteer work

· Please make sure to record your volunteer hours

· Please refer questions about the PTA to the Executive Board

· No member of the PTA Board is being paid – it is all volunteer work

VIII. Staff Representative: Scott Logan

· Please bring baked goods to the cafeteria on January 28, 2011 for Mrs. Patchan’s last day at Cherry Run

· George Allen reported that there will be a committee to handle the desserts and refreshments 

· Please wear red (Mrs. Patchan’s favorite color) on January 28th
· Nancy stated that all pictures, notes, well wishes, etc. be sent to Renee Dondes for a scrapbook

IX. SCA Representative Report:  Patty Maye Ohanian

· Spirit Day is Tie Dye Day on January 14th
· Colonial Days is also on January 14th, so Spirit Day may be changed

· Wear red on January 28th in honor of Mrs. Patchan

· Souper Bowl on January 24th
· Bring in cans of soup and place them in a box of the team you want to win

· only non-perishable soup accepted

· Book exchange January 24th-28th
· Limit of 7 books

· Pennies for Peace is coming in February

X. Silent Auction:  Anne Marie Brandow
· The letters are being sent to local restaurants asking for donations for the silent auction

· The database of businesses will be reviewed by Mr. Bibbee and Ms. Sistrunk

· Please think of needs so that the proceeds from the silent auction may go towards a goal

· Nancy stated that there are always needs for updated technology

· Mr. Bibbee recommended each grade level assemble baskets with different “themes”

· Carole Franklyn suggested a joint art project among all of the grades 
· Patty Maye suggested a basketball lesson with Mr. Bibbee

· Anne Marie will email Logan and Bibbee before the next Faculty meeting

· Mr. Bibbee may be able to get tickets or vouchers donated from the Capitals Hockey Team
· Please send Anne Marie any ideas

XI. Old Business:  Nancy Ohanian

· Stephen Key is doing an excellent job organizing the meetings regarding full-day kindergarten  
· There will be two work sessions on 1/24 and 1/25

· Please email Stephen Key if interested in helping

· Anne Marie asked if there was a way to get the information out to the entire school - A flyer will be sent home in the Tuesday folders

· Mr. Bibbee stated that the current order for implementing full-day kindergarten is based on a Risk Factor Index

· The Risk Factor Index is based on free and reduced-price lunch and Limited English Proficiency (LEP) students

· Mr. Bibbee is an advocate for using the state of the facility as a factor in the risk factor index

· Liz Bradsher is planning on coming for a Q&A session in late January/early February – ideally before the work sessions

· Mr. Bibbee will follow up with Liz and plan the session

XII. New Business:  Nancy Ohanian

· A motion was made and passed that the Executive Board Nominating Committee is Beth Downey, George Allen, Kim Sopko and Karin Adams

· The nominating committee will present the slate of officers to the Executive Board, then present it at the next General Membership meeting and then wait 30 days and then a vote will be taken
· The vote will be taken at a concert or other function at Cherry Run

· A flyer will be sent home in the Tuesday folders asking for volunteers for the Executive Board

· George Allen will announce that we are looking for volunteers for the Executive Board at the general membership meeting on January 6, 2011

· The PTA will be buying a new portable sound system for ~$1000.00 and speaker stands for ~$100 each for the school

· A motion to spend no more than $1200 for the sound system was passed

· Mr. Dombrow will do some comparison shopping to make sure we are getting the best price for the sound system

· The warranty coverage for the sound system will be investigated by Nancy or Mr. Dombrow
XIII.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:32 p.m. by Nancy Ohanian

